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Like a lot of buskers, I started busking because I wanted to get more confidence as a performer; it wasn’t really about the money. I’m a singer-songwriter – I don’t have my own band, and it’s not easy to get gigs as a solo artist. Also I’d always been drawn to buskers. You know, I don’t think there’s anything better than coming across a really good live performance on the street when you’re not expecting it. 

So, I went out busking when I was seventeen – just me and my acoustic guitar – not in my home town, because I didn’t want people to recognise me, but in a nearby town. It was pretty nerve-racking at first and I think that came across in my performance because I didn’t get much attention, nor a lot of money. I think the first time I got about $15 and a cheese sandwich that someone threw into my guitar case. 

But I got better at it, no doubt, and it had the desired effect of building my confidence. And then one time around Christmas, another musician approached me, a saxophonist who worked on and off as a session musician, and he asked if I’d like to team up with him. And I did. And I guess that’s how my career got started. We play R&B mainly, some soulful ballads, some instrumentals … we prefer music that’s soothing and melodic. We’ve now made our first single together and I’m pretty hopeful it’ll get picked up by a record company.
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