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P = Presenter, J = Jonas Wilfstrand
P: Welcome to Grand Architecture. We’re changing focus completely today and looking at small homes. I’m very pleased to welcome Swedish architect Jonas Wilfstrand, who specialises in the design of compact living spaces. I’ve been looking at some of these on your website, and I must say some of them are absolutely stunning. I really liked the timber and glass vacation house with the built-in sauna. Is this a trend we’re seeing, Jonas, for smaller homes? 

J: I don’t think it’s really a trend in the sense that lots of people are wanting smaller homes, but I think there is definitely more interest in them. In a lot of places, dwellings are small from necessity – people are either incredibly short of space or they simply can’t afford a bigger house. 

P: And where have you taken your inspiration from? Where did you look for ideas?

J: Well, there were two homes in particular that got me interested in this. One was the houses of the Dolgan people in central north Russia, who live a lot of the year in freezing temperatures, as low as minus 40 degrees. Their houses are shaped a bit like a sugar cube and extremely basic – just a single room with two or three beds, a table and a stove. They’re constructed from wooden frames and reindeer skins, which is a great insulator. The Dolgan are nomadic people who tend reindeer, and when it’s time to find new feeding grounds, they move house, quite literally. Their houses are on sled runners and they get pulled along by the reindeer to the next stop.

P: Why did these Dolgan houses impress you so much?

J: Well, several reasons: their mobility, the way the Dolgan use only readily available materials, and the fact that they’re just so simple. They were what got me thinking about the whole concept of more compact living. 

P: And you mentioned another home that inspired you. 

J: Ah yes, that’s not at all simple. It’s the apartment of an architect in Hong Kong. As you probably know, space is at a premium in Hong Kong. It’s a really overcrowded city. Gary Chang lives in a tall apartment block in a flat that’s only 32 square metres. And he used sliding walls – partitions – within the flat to be able to transform it into a living room, a kitchen, a library, a bedroom; in fact, he claims he can have 24 different rooms in all. He entirely rethought the way we arrange living space – I thought it was wonderfully innovative. There are some great photos of it on his website. Here’s one …

P: It looks distinctly cramped to me, but very stylish.
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