
2.6
Do the different types of digital media available today change the way people experience the world? Perhaps. They certainly change the way we record and share those experiences with others. Never before has so much been written for such a large audience; nor have so many photos been taken and distributed so widely. Digital media – that is blogs, social networking sites, internet forums, online photo albums, downloadable music, viral marketing – have increased accessibility to others’ experiences enormously.

But do digital media change the experience itself? That’s a more difficult question to answer. In a way they do. If you go to a concert or a festival, or even a conference these days, everyone’s busy recording and sharing the experience as it happens: taking photos, sending texts or tweeting. In fact, people seem to spend almost as much time recording the experience as they do actually watching or listening to what’s going on. Does this detract from the experience itself? Some would argue that it does. I’m inclined to think that it’s a question of moderation – as with any tool. It’s a good thing as long as you don’t let it take over your life.
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