
2.28
Conversation 1

A: Hi there, Phil, good to see you. How are you? Do we have time for a coffee before we go into the meeting?

B: Actually, we’re late already – we really need to go in straightaway. Do you have the report and other papers with you?

A: Yes, I have all that. You look a little troubled, though. Is everything OK?

B: Do you know, Fernando, it’s just that perhaps you had a different attitude to time-keeping in your previous company. Punctuality is very important here, particularly for people like Jeff Kravitz, who we’re about to see, and I’m very anxious to start this meeting on the right note.

B: Oh, sorry, Phil. Honestly, I didn’t realise. You’re right, it wasn’t such a big deal in my last company – the attitude to time was much more laid-back. I’ll definitely try to be more punctual in future. And don’t worry – I’m very well prepared for this meeting. It’s going to be good.

Conversation 2

C: Becky, have you got a minute to talk about your design for the new advertisement? I don’t think it’s quite there yet and we need to send it over to the web designer tomorrow.

D: Oh, I’m surprised. I included all your suggestions from our last meeting. I thought it was looking OK. Mmm, perhaps you should get another person in to look at it.

C: Sorry, I didn’t mean to offend you. These things are always subjective, but please don’t take it personally.

D: No, I’m sorry, Alicia, that came out wrong. I’m not offended. I genuinely meant it would be a good idea to get a third opinion. But whatever you want. I’m very happy to work with you to get it looking right.

C: Thanks. I appreciate that. I’ll call Stacey and see if we can arrange a meeting with all three of us to look at it this afternoon.

Conversation 3

F: Hi Megumi. I haven’t seen you for ages. How are you? Jen said you’d got a new job with an American company in Tokyo.

E: That’s right. With Disney. I’m going to be in charge of all the merchandise for classic storybook characters, like Winnie the Pooh, Alice in Wonderland, Pinocchio. I’m very excited. Why are you smiling? Did I say something funny?

F: Oh, sorry, please don’t think me rude – I wasn’t laughing at you. It was just the idea of being in charge of all those characters, like a playgroup leader or something. It conjured up a funny mental picture. But it sounds great fun. When do you start?
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