
Arctic wisdom
Part 1

00.30–00.49 Hi, my name is Charlie. Welcome to explore. We’re in the Arctic.

I’ve a great job. I travel to different places and try to find positive people doing good things on the planet. Then we help fund some of them. Now we’re doing something on the Arctic.

Here’s a photograph of the mayor.

00.50–01.07 Elisapee Sheutiapik My name is Elisapee Sheutiapik. I’m the mayor of the city of Iqaluit. Iqaluit is the capital of a new territory called Nunavut, which became its own territory in ‘99.

01.08–01.42 Charlie As mayor, what are some of the changes you’d like to implement?

Elisapee Right now, I’m going through a long-term planning and visioning. I understand our elders have always been really good at planning. They’ve gone through and seen so much change in a very short time. Their words are very important to us. Even at a government level, they have a committee of elders. There’s an elders society where they meet every day and this is also another opportunity for us to go and seek advice.

01.43–02.24 Charlie So the phrase ‘Respect your elders’ is very alive and well in Iqaluit?

Elisapee Oh, very much!

Charlie When we went to the Iqaluit elders centre, it struck me that we were visiting the first settled generation. The parents of these men and women lived as nomadic hunters. Also, up until this generation, all of the Inuit traditions and history were passed down orally. Nothing had been written down, making their knowledge of the past invaluable.

Charlie This is great … great stuff. Great photography!

Part 2

02.25–03.04 Has the role of the elder changed from when you were growing up?

Jonah Kelly Yes, I think so. It has changed. Elders would always play advisors to generation to generation. Advisors meaning that no one person makes a decision to survive. Everybody makes the decision to survive. One will be expert on the weather, one will be expert on environment, one will be expert on different kinds of animals.

So in our society today, in our generation today, it’s hard to imagine how they were.

03.05–03.39 Elisapee Sheutiapik I believe that Inuits are very happy with the very basics and it’s about life experience that’s brought us to where we are today.

So one thing my mother always said was never forget who you are. She went from living on the land to settling to a community and saw a lot of changes in a short time, but she reminded me that we will probably forever be changing, seeing change, but not to forget who we are.

Part 3

03.40–03.59 Another reason this group of elders is so special is the disproportionate age groups of Iqaluit. Factors such as lower infant mortality and improved healthcare have allowed the population to grow, but means more young people and fewer elders. All the more reason to now obtain their advice and unique perspective.

04.00–04.25 What is the key to living a happy life?

Woman (words translated) Respect yourself and those around you. It’s important to have high self-esteem and encourage yourself and others to be positive.

04.26–end Charlie How has life changed today versus when you grew up?
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