
2.2
I = Interviewer, H = Historian
I: This week’s programme is about a famous journey nearly one hundred years ago. In 1920, an aeroplane called the Silver Queen travelled from England to Cape Town. It was the first aeroplane to travel on this journey. Here in the studio to tell us about this journey is travel historian Nigel Ross. 

H: Hello.

I: So Nigel, in 1920, this was a small aeroplane and there weren’t many airports in Africa at that time. How dangerous was this journey?

H: Oh, it was very dangerous for the two pilots. 

I: Yes, the two pilots were Pierre Van Ryneveld and Quintin Brand. Did they have maps for this journey?

H: Yes, they did. Well, for some parts of the journey. For example, they had maps for Europe, Egypt and South Africa. But they didn’t have maps for other parts of Africa. 

I: And why did they go on this journey? Was it for the money?

H: All travellers and explorers go for different reasons. But Van Ryneveld and Brand didn’t go for the money. I think they flew there because it was new. They wanted to be the first.
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