
Bactrian treasure
00.00–00.31 Over 2,000 years ago, the northern part of Afghanistan was called Bactria. Bactria was an important place because it was on the main route between the Mediterranean, China and India.

It became a rich region and famous for its kings and queens, their palaces and gold.

00.32–00.53 In 1978, a group of Russian archaeologists were in the region and discovered more than 20,000 gold items from the period. The treasure included this beautiful gold crown. A Bactrian queen wore it.

00.54–01.17 The archaeologists moved the treasure to the national museum in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. But this was a period of terrible war for the people of Afghanistan and the treasure disappeared.

Was it stolen? Many people thought so.

01.18–01.59 Then, in 2004, archaeologists discovered six underground vaults in Kabul. There were no keys, so they had to break open the doors one by one. Behind the first door, there was the gold and jewellery.

For example, these gold bracelets have lion heads on them.

And as they opened the next five doors to each vault they found more and more treasure, like this golden belt.

02.00–end The treasure also tells us a lot about Bactrian history. These are faces of people from Bactria. And this statue of a cat … and this animal tells us that animals were important in Bactrian culture.

Now the Bactrian treasure is travelling to museums all around the world so everyone can enjoy this amazing treasure and learn about the history of Bactria.
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