
1.7
The animal herders of western Mongolia have been called the last nomads. The horses, goats and cattle that they move from pasture to pasture on horseback are their livelihood. From them, they get their food, clothing and money to buy other goods. 

Among these nomadic peoples are Kazakhs. Increasingly, many of these are trying to make a better living by seeking jobs in the city, but there are others who try to maintain the traditional nomadic way of life, living in tents by summer and in small houses during the cold winters. Among their customs, the most unusual, perhaps, is hunting with eagles, an art practised since the days of Genghis Khan. 

For many hunters these days, eagle hunting is less a job and more a sophisticated sport. An eagle hunter spends ten years with each bird, training it – a task which requires great skill and patience – and sharing the meat of the animals which it kills, usually fox. At the end of the ten years, the hunter must part company with the eagle, because at this age, eagles are ready to start having chicks. 

In the past, the skins of the foxes and other animals were traditionally sold to clothes makers. Winters are cold in Mongolia, and wearing fur is the best way to keep warm. These skins still provide some extra income to Kazakh nomads, but it isn’t only for the money that they hunt with eagles: they want to keep alive this ancient tradition.
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