
2.4
L = Lecturer, A = Student 1, B = Student 2, C = Student 3, D = Student 4

L: Yes, you in the third row.

A: Yes, hello. Thanks for a very interesting talk. Er, I’d just like to make sure I understood what you said about the plague that affected the Roman Empire so badly. Am I right in thinking that the drought in Africa caused an increase in the number of rats?

L: Well not exactly. The drought actually caused a lot of animals to die – rats and mice and also those animals that hunted rats and mice. But when the rains returned, the numbers of mice and rats grew much more quickly than the number of the animals that hunted them so they quickly spread everywhere and so did the plague. Yes …?

B: I always understood that there were a lot of different reasons for the decline of the Roman Empire, but the logical conclusion of your argument is that it just wouldn’t have happened without the drought. No drought, no decline. Is that what you’re saying?

L: Well, I don’t know – and I don’t think anyone knows precisely, but climate change certainly set off a chain of events: the plague was caused by changes in the weather, and in turn a lot of people within the Roman Empire died in the plague, and so the world order was changed. And, girl at the back …

C: Yes, I have a question. You mentioned the ‘Little Ice Age’. Can you explain what you meant by that? Was it really that bad?

L: No, the term ‘little’ really describes both the fact that it was quite short and that it wasn’t as intense as a proper Ice Age, but it certainly had an effect – on northern countries in particular. Crops failed and animals died. When people don’t have enough food, of course, this has political and social consequences. You can see that throughout history. Yes, you in the blue shirt …

D: Yes, sorry, perhaps I missed something, but how do punishments fit in with the Little Ice Age?

L: Ah, people always look for someone to blame when things go wrong, even if it’s something out of our control like cold weather. So they found people that they thought were troublemakers anyway and punished them.
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