
2.34
A: OK, so we’d like to hear your views about two possible ways of relieving traffic congestion in the city centre. Craig is just going to summarise the two main proposals before we open up the discussion. Craig …

B: Thank you. The first proposal is a congestion charging scheme, that’s to say creating a zone in the centre of the city which vehicles have to pay a fixed charge to enter. The exact limits of the zone haven’t been defined yet, nor has the exact amount of the charge. The second proposal involves simply banning all private cars from the centre and providing a park and ride bus service from various points on the outskirts of the city into the centre.

A: Thanks, Craig. So now we’ll open the discussion to the floor. Please try and keep your comments reasonably short so that everyone gets a chance to have their say.

C: Well, I don’t see how we can really comment on the first proposal without knowing what the scope of the zone is and how much it’s going to cost: those really are key issues. I mean, if it’s going to mean that local residents have to pay to get into the centre then that’s not really fair, is it?

I live in Charles Street, which is …

D: Sorry, can I just say something in answer to that? We had a similar scheme where I used to live and people who lived within the zone were exempted from paying the charge.

B: Yes, I think that’s absolutely right, and you can also give a discount to people who need to come into the centre for their work so that it doesn’t discriminate against them either. Otherwise you find that a lot of people who really need their cars …

D: No, hang on a minute. If you keep making exceptions for different groups of people, you’re going to end up with a system that costs a lot of money and doesn’t bring much benefit. I think you have to be strict about this …

C: Yes, but how much is the charge going to be? No one’s given us any …

D: Sorry, can I just finish what I was saying? The point is that unless you’re strict about it, the scheme won’t bring in enough revenue to pay for itself, and so those who do pay will question the whole scheme.
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