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Speaker 1

People think of the desert as a bleak environment – sparse vegetation and a monotonous, flat landscape. But actually, it’s those things that make it so beautiful for me. A vast expanse of sand and rock under a cloudless sky – it just feels very pure. I think what appeals to me is a place which is completely untouched by people. You don’t find that so often these days. I’m not saying I’d want to live there, mind you, but as a place to be alone with nature, you can’t beat it.

Speaker 2

I prefer an urban landscape myself. I don’t really go in for the chocolate-box vista, I have to say – snow-capped mountains or a pretty rustic scene with a farmer ploughing the fields. That’s most people’s idea of a landscape; they don’t seem to count urban features like buildings and factories because they think of those as blots on the landscape. But my favourite views are those you see from rooftops looking out over a big city, particularly a night-time skyline, because I love to imagine what all the people there are doing.

Speaker 3

I love this landscape with its old farmhouses, rolling hills and lush meadows because it feels as if nothing’s changed for hundreds of years. I guess that’s because it’s very rich farmland – they grow olives and grapes and cereal crops and raise animals, so its use hasn’t had to change. It hasn’t been artificially preserved, like some scenery can be. We used to come here on holiday when I was young. We’d drive through some dramatic changes of scenery to get here: across the open plains of northern Italy, through medieval towns in the mountains and then we’d arrive here, in this idyllic, gentle countryside.
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