
2.16
P = Presenter, A = Alejandra Sanchez
P: Did you know that Melbourne, Australia, has the third biggest Greek population of any city after Athens and Thessaloniki? Or that London, England, is now France’s sixth biggest city? In Denver, Colorado, over a third of the population are Hispanic, mostly from Mexico. The majority of these ethnic groups – with the possible exception of the French in London – aren’t made up of first-generation migrants, but second, third, fourth, even fifth generation. So what’s it like to belong to a long-standing immigrant community? What are the implications for the individual and the community as a whole? I put this question to a resident of Denver, Alejandra Sanchez.

A: My grandparents came here from Mexico 40 years ago as migrant workers, but I’m an American citizen and I participate fully in American life. I’m also Mexican-Hispanic and with that comes certain values, whether you are first or fourth generation. The most important thing for us is not the individual, it’s the family. We grow up surrounded by our extended family: our brothers, our sisters, our cousins, our aunts and uncles. They’re also our friends and without them, we’re nothing. I think more than anything else, these deep-rooted values make us a very close-knit community. When we Hispanics come together at social gatherings, we celebrate this part of our heritage and treat each other as family. You can see this spirit of harmony at the Cinco de Mayo festivities, which is a wonderful celebration of our rich heritage.
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