
Cats in crisis
‘Big cats’ is the name for tigers, lions, leopards and jaguars. The ‘big cats’ are in crisis. 

Tigers 

number of wild tigers 

in 1900 – 100,000 

in 2010 – 3,500 

Tigers live in many places in Asia – from very cold mountains in the Himalayas to very hot areas. They usually live in places without people, but people sometimes move into the tigers’ areas. Tigers eat other animals. They hunt at night. In places without people, tigers also hunt in the day. They usually kill wild animals, but they sometimes kill domestic animals. Tigers are in crisis because people move into their areas and local people sometimes kill them. 

Tiger conservation 

tigers in Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Park 

in 1980 – 20 

in 2010 – 60 
Saksit Simcharoen works at the Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Park in Thailand. The park is a tiger conservation area. It’s a very good place for tigers. About sixty tigers live there. Saksit works with 170 people in the park. He studies the park’s tigers. Saksit goes into the forest at night. He doesn’t see many tigers, but the park has 180 automatic cameras. They can take photos of tigers. Saksit checks the cameras. About eight of the tigers in the park have radio collars. Every month Saksit writes reports about the tigers in the area and he has a meeting with his colleagues. Saksit loves his job because the tigers in the park are not in crisis. 
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automatic (adj) /ɔːtəˈmætɪk/ without a human operator 


conservation (n) /kɒnsəˈveɪʃən/ protection 


crisis (n) /ˈkraɪsɪs/ a difficult or dangerous time 


domestic (adj) /dəˈmestɪk/ not wild, connected with people and homes 


a radio collar (n) /ˌreɪdɪəʊ ˈkɒlə/
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