
Discovering Madagascar
Madagascar is a fantastic place. About 90 per cent of the animals and plants there live only in Madagascar. It’s a very interesting place for scientists. There are some very unusual animals and plants in Madagascar’s Tsingy de Bemaraha national park, but it’s a dangerous place. The rocks – the ‘tsingy’ – in the park are very sharp. Neil Shea reports. 

I arrived in Madagascar in March, at the end of the rainy season. I was with a biologist and a photographer. We wanted to find some new species. We travelled to the park with our guide and after five days, we finally arrived there. We walked through the tsingy. The rocks cut our clothes and our shoes too. It was very dangerous, but we saw hundreds of animals and plants. We saw beautiful birds and unusual white lemurs with red eyes. They didn’t have any problems on the tsingy rocks! Then, one afternoon, I fell on a rock. I cut my leg. The cut was very deep. It took two days to reach the hospital. The nurse cleaned my leg. She looked at me. ‘I have a question. Why did you go to the tsingy?’ she asked. Then she said, ‘It’s very dangerous. I think you are a little crazy.’ She didn’t understand us. The tsingy is a natural paradise. 
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crazy (adj) /ˈkreɪzi/ not sensible 


traffic (n) /ˈtræfɪk/ cars and buses in cities








