
The Sami people
By Jessica Benko
Henrik Gaup and his family are Sami. The Sami people live in Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. They are the ‘people of the reindeer’. Henrik Gaup is a traditional Sami. ‘I have five children,’ he says. ‘I teach my children about the reindeer. They don’t study with books.’ Henrik and his family speak Sami, but many Sami children don’t understand it. Reindeer are very important to the Sami people. In the Sami language the word for ‘a group of reindeer’ is eallu and the word for ‘life’ is eallin. 
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