
Cooper Pedy’s opals
00.00–00.02 This is southern Australia. It’s very hot here. In the summer, the temperature is over 45 degrees. But under the ground, there is something very special. In every hour of every day, there are people down here. Why are they here? For one thing. For opals.

00.03–00.37 About 90 per cent of the world’s opals are from Australia. Peter Rowe is an Australian opal miner. His dream is a big, beautiful opal. A lot of the miners live in the town of Coober Pedy. In Australia, Coober Pedy is famous for its opals. About 3,000 people live here and they all want to find opals. Opals like these. These opals are worth about 300,000 dollars, maybe more.

01.36–02.01 The colour of the opal is very important. These are green, blue, yellow and red. Red opals are very expensive. But 95 per cent of opals have no colour. And these are worthless. There were no expensive opals in these tunnels under Coober Pedy.

02.02–end Afterwards, people use the tunnels for other things. This family’s home is in a tunnel. So why do people like Peter Rowe work here? Because they always believe they are near opals in the ground and that these opals are worth millions of dollars. But after another day under the ground, these miners found nothing – again.
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