Life, Upper Intermediate, Unit 2 Test 

Grammar 

1 Complete the sentences with the past simple or present perfect form of the verbs. 

1 _________ he ever _________ the Ayrton Senna film? (watch) 

2 Paul _________ me the story yesterday. (not tell) 

3 I _________ her about three times. (meet) 

4 When _________ they _________ the story for the first time? (hear) 

5 We carefully _________ to what the old man told us. (listen) 

6 The girls _________ what they were doing there yet. (not explain) 

7 They _________ several good new novels last week. (buy) 

8 Mike still _________ us his African diary. (not send) 

(16 points) 

2 Circle the correct form of the verb in these sentences. 

1 Mike was / had been living there for two months when I met him. 

2 The boys were / had been walking along the road when they saw the bear. 

3 I was / had been having a shower when the phone rang. 

4 My sister was / had been applying for jobs for months when she finally got one. 

5 Martina went / had been there twice last year. 

6 I was bored because Steve told / had told us this story many times before. 

7 Sally visited / had visited them several times before she took me. 

(14 points) 

Vocabulary 

3 Complete the sentences with the adjectives from the box. 

1 The film gave my friends and me a lot to discuss over the next few days. It was really _________. 

2 I think the director was very _________ – he gave the facts, and didn’t give his own feelings. 

3 It was such a _________ love story – the audience were in tears for half the film! 

4 I think he’s a very _________ director – he is always experimenting with different genres and styles. 

5 I couldn’t sleep after watching that horror film – it was so _________! 

6 I enjoyed that thriller – the story was so _________ I just couldn’t look away. 

(12 points) 

4 Circle the correct word to complete each sentence. 

1 They chose a really good _________ in which to make the film. 

a scene 


b storyline 

c setting 

2 This film is going to be very popular – it might even be a _________. 

a best-seller 

b blockbuster

 c box office 

3 I love working with John – he’s such a good _________. 

a director 

b cast 


c audience 

4 Her _________ of the heroine was absolutely brilliant. 

a portrayal 

b character 

c actor 

5 I enjoy his books. All his _________ are really believable. 

a audience 

b cast 


c characters 

6 It’s an exciting story with a fast-moving _________. 

a location 

b plot 


c theme 

(6 points) 

5 Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 

1 It’s very hard to keep _________ our customers if we don’t have a good database. 

2 In traditional stories, the hero always has to keep _________ in the face of problems. 

3 I can easily find out what I was doing then, because I keep _________ every day. 

4 The new girl should be OK, but can you keep _________ her for me, please? 

5 I’m sorry to keep _________ after five o’clock, but I need to ask you about the accounts. 

6 I want to tell you about Dick, but I need to know that you can keep _________ first. 

(12 points) 

Functions 

6 Circle the phrase which best completes the conversation. 

JIM: How are you this morning, Liz? 

LIZ: Well, my car broke down on the way to work. 

JIM: Oh, no! (1) That’s odd! / That’s awful! / That’s lucky! 
LIZ: I know. I was on a very busy road, too. 

JIM: Really? (2) How strange! / That was a relief. / Poor you! 

LIZ: Luckily John came past and he stopped to help me. 

JIM: Well, (3) that was lucky. / well done! / that was clever. 

LIZ: Yeah, it was. He got a mechanic to look at the car, but he found there was no petrol in it! 

JIM: Oh, dear. (4) Phew! / How embarrassing! / That was lucky. 

LIZ: Yeah, I felt really stupid. 

JIM: Well, I once had the (5) similar thing / same experience / a nightmare … 

(10 points) 

Writing 

7a Complete the extract from the story with the words from the box. 


The weather was getting worse as the boys (1)_________ along the mountain path. ‘I’m so tired,’ said Steve (2)_________. ‘Is there much further to go?’ ‘About a kilometre,’ answered Kate, ‘but it’s not easy going, I’m afraid.’ Steve (3)_________ something about stopping for a rest, but nobody bothered to comment because we knew we had to get back to the camp before night. Kate lead the way, but as she turned the corner, she (4)_________ and jumped back. ‘What is it?’ asked Robert, running up to where she was standing and pointing. He looked down (5)_________ to where our camp had been. ‘Oh no,’ he said quietly. The rain had washed everything away. 

(5 points) 

7b Continue the story, describing what the people did next, and how the story ended. Use as many descriptive verbs and adjectives as you can. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(15 points) 
Speaking 

8 Tell a story about something interesting that happened to a member of your family, or someone you know. Include as many details as possible and use interesting language. 

(10 points)
objective		scary		gripping		touching


thought-provoking	original





an eye on	his chin up	a secret		track of		you	a diary





screamed		stumbled		muttered		wearily			apprehensively








